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House of Burgess: Re-watching 'Team 
America' 


In the wake of the controversy of Sony's "The Interview," Paramount 
Pictures pulls replacement comedy "Team America: World Police" 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


On Dec. 17, when Sony Pictures Entertainment canceled the Christmas 
release of the Seth Rogen/James Franco comedy “The Interview,” which 
centered around the assassination of North Korea’s Kim Jong-un, I was 
appalled. At least Sony had actually been hacked Nov. 24 by the “Guardians 


of Peace” and later threatened if it opened the movie. 


What was really stupefying was watching other, unrelated studios give in 
before anyone even threatened them. The same day, New Regency 
Productions scrapped the upcoming “Pyongyang,” a graphic novel 


adaptation starring Steve Carell. 


After “The Interview” was canceled, a few theaters — including the Alamo 
Drafthouse in Dallas/Fort Worth and the Capitol Theater in Cleveland — 
announced Dec. 18 they would instead show the 2004 puppet action comedy 
“Team America: World Police.” That was until Paramount Pictures Corp. 
submitted to nonexistent pressure and pulled the screenings. “Due to 
circumstances beyond our control, the [Team America’ Dec. 27 screening] 
has been cancelled,” wrote the Alamo Drafthouse on its Twitter page. So, it 
was in the spirit of solidarity I decided to re-watch “Team America” — for 


freedom. 


“Team America” doesn’t completely hold up as a film, but there are 
elements I have always loved. The opening scene is hysterical. In the 
process of “saving” Paris from terrorists, Team America accidentally 
destroys it. After a misfired rocket causes the Eiffel Tower to crash into the 
Arc de Triomphe, the last terrorist carrying a bomb is successfully killed by 


blowing up the Louvre. 


“Bonjour, everyone! Don’t worry,” a Team America member, Joe, tells the 
slack-jawed Parisians viewing the flaming destruction. “Everything is ‘bon.’ 


We stopped the terrorists!” (Later, Cairo suffers a similar fate.) 


Also, the film’s sloppiness ends up becoming an asset. All non-English 

languages are filled with stereotypical gibberish and unrelated words. The 
puppet strings are ever-visible. Any action involving more than one puppet 
is inherently ridiculous, which they play up. The soundtrack is pretty great, 


too. 


Re-watching the movie reminded me of the same problems I initially had 
with it. Namely, targeting politically conscious actors (including Alec 
Baldwin, George Clooney, Matt Damon, Janeane Garafalo, Danny Glover, 
Ethan Hawke, Helen Hunt, Samuel L. Jackson, Michael Moore, Sean Penn, 
Tim Robbins, Susan Sarandon and Martin Sheen) but not even mentioning 
President George W. Bush in any way. It still seems odd an omission for a 
2004 political satire, which takes the time to include North Korea’s Kim 
Jong-il as a super villain and Swedish United Nations inspector Hans Blix as 


a side character. 


On Dec. 19, the FBI officially named North Korea as the culprit behind the 
Sony attacks. The claim has been met with some skepticism, but assuming it 
is true, it might be useful to look at the differences in how father Kim Jong-il 
handled “Team America” and how son Kim Jong-un is handling “The 
Interview.” Maybe it’s that Kim Jong-il was actually secretly flattered to be a 
super villain, though he could certainly never publicly say so. The only 
public comment the Dear Leader ever made about the movie came through 


a diplomatic request in 2005. 


“North Korea’s embassy in Prague has demanded that the film “Team 
America’ be banned in the Czech Republic, saying the movie harms their 
country’s reputation,” reported The Associated Press Feb. 5, 2005. “The 


Czech Foreign Ministry said the film would not be banned.” 


Kim Jong-il was a movie buff with a 15,000- to 20,000-film collection. He 
loved movies so much for eight years, starting in 1978, he kidnapped South 
Korean film star Choe Eun Hee and later her husband, director Shin Sang 
Ok. “With [Kim Jong-il’s] backing, Shin and Choe built Asia’s biggest film 
studio,” intoned the narrator of the 2003 BBC program “The Real Dr. Evil: 


Kim Jong Il’s North Korea.” “It cost over $40 million to build.” 


Maybe Kim Jong-un just doesn’t like movies as much as his dad did. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


